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COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD

October 1, 2007 

MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:
F. Fusco, T. Bobo, S. Merrick, K. Virginia, S. Russell, A. Glavin, R. Palermo

STAFF:
D. Brownell, D. Racciatti
EXCUSED:
M. Frey 
ABSENT:
J. Dowdell

Welcome/Agenda Review
Fred opened the meeting at 12:10 p.m. and asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Aggie asked to present an update on her agency, Learning Disabilities, and Karen asked for an update from David on Jail Diversion.
June 4 Meeting – Canceled

Minutes from May 5 meeting were distributed.  Fred asked if there were any changes, additions to the May meeting minutes.  There were none.  The minutes were approved as written.

2008 County Budget
David reported:
1) The County Executive submitted the 2008 budget to the Legislature on September 14.

2) Legislature reviews each Department’s presentation.
3) Ways and Means Committee Final Review/Report will be filed with the Clerk of the Legislature.
4) Public Hearing on the tentative 2008 County budget as amended by the Ways and Means Committee scheduled for October 3rd at 7:00 p.m.

5) Full Legislature session to consider the 2008 County budget on October 9th.
The legislature is proposing a staff expansion including a part-time attorney, a secretary and two aides.  
Our Department budget as submitted was status quo. We asked for a cost of living increase for agencies receiving County funding.  
DD Sub-Committee Report
Steve reported that the committee did not meet over the summer.  At the September meeting a representative from the Jewish Family Services spoke to the group regarding MRDD services they will be providing and also about the group home they are developing. Steve reported that as for the County plan process, an extension has been requested from OMRDD because of losing several key people who had been previously involved in working on the Plan and also due to the fact that the DD committee did not meet over the summer.  The Plan will include ten priorities including action plans.  Fred asked if the Committee was finished collecting information and now in the process of combining it.  Steve said this Plan will contain information collected over the past two years.
Combined MH, DD, and CD County Plan
David reported that the NYS Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors has been working with the three State agencies on standardizing certain parts of the Plan process.  OASAS already has an electronic based submission process and it looks like it will be the process used by the other two agencies.  The result should promote more coordinated strategies for serving people with multiple problems requiring services from two or more service systems.

Rosemary asked since the MH and CD sub-committees have disbanded, who is making the decisions for those.  David responded that we tried to make those two sub-committees work but the participation and interest just wasn’t there.  The Plans that were developed by the County contained input from the community, and were presented to and confirmed by the Community Services Board.  Program planning was the previous approach and now its more person centered.  Some groups of people do not fit perfectly into one system.  Fred asked if it was a concern of the DD Sub-Committee what the Plan would look like. Steve said it will be more of an overview and looking at person centered planning.  There is hope that the new State administration will provide more support for people with multiple disabilities.
David reminded the Board that the Plan documents are available on the Department’s website.    
OPCC Update
David reported that the OPCC Board of Directors met and decided that the stand alone clinic treatment program was not financially viable and looked for a plan to allow the clinic treatment program to survive and grow.  The Board sought interested partners and selected Liberty Resources, Inc.  with a plan to transition the clinic license on January 1, 2008.  Eventually they will be able to expand the adult and children services.  The State Office of Mental Health is providing transition funding so OPCC can continue service through 2007.  The staff is being converted from “piece work” payment to a salary status. It will also be a better benefit package for the staff.   Liberty Resources is currently in the process of purchasing the building located directly west of the present location on James St. to house the clinic and other tenants.  The process went quite smoothly with the State, the agency, and the Department all 
working together.  OPCC selected the agency that they felt would provide the best opportunity for the clinic to continue and grow.  Tim said he had heard OPCC had stopped accepting admissions at one point.  David said they limited the number of admissions but kept admitting to keep the capacity at about where they were.  Tim asked if Liberty already has a clinic in Onondaga County.  David said, no – not in Onondaga – this will be new to Onondaga County.  In the short term, they will be providing service to Onondaga and Oswego counties.  Rosemary asked if there will still be a four to six month wait.  David said hopefully not.  Sarah asked if Liberty would be continuing all of the OPCC services.  David said OPCC’s current caseload is about one third children and adolescents and two thirds adults.  The relocation won’t happen until January/February.  Sarah asked if a Director has been appointed.  David answered that presently the Liberty Resources Chief Operating Officer is Liz Nolan who is overseeing this and Kathleen Glow-Morgan will be coming over from OPCC.
Personal Health Advantage Plan
David reported that this is the new name of the Care Coordination Plan.  This is the name for the managed care plan to be established to have people enrolled for behavioral healthcare in January, 2009.  It has State level support.  It has expanded from just the most disabled population to almost everyone needing more than incidental mental health services and will also include substance abuse treatment.  For enrollees who require behavioral health treatment they will enroll in the PHAP while remaining in the basic plan.  One big change will be in the name which is currently the “Monroe Plan”.  Contracts will be developed with providers and there will be more flexibility for treatment for people depending on the needs of the individual.
State aid will also be contracted to the managed care plan and added to Medicaid and Medicare funding.  More information will be forthcoming over the next year with a predicted launch date of January, 2009.  Fred asked how many people in Onondaga County would this cover?  David thought it might be in the 3,500 to 4,500 range of people who would move into this plan.  Tim and Fred both asked if PROS would fit with PHAP.  David responded that NYS OMH is trying to get more counties interested in PROS.  PHAP would probably incorporate a type of PROS, as  PHAP is a more comprehensive plan.  Tim asked if people who were on traditional managed care and Medicaid – would this be an additional benefit?  David said, yes.  Tim asked if the State aid was Medicaidable?  David said probably not, since all services that can be financed with Medicaid have already occurred.  Rosemary asked if enrollment will be voluntary.  David said, yes – it will better meet their needs.  It is consumer and family driven.  Sarah added that the Department of Social Services is in the process on enrolling SSI individuals.  Would this also fit?  David said that if the Monroe Plan comes to Onondaga County (part of Excellus BCBS) they would market to a group with substantial mental health and substance abuse treatment needs.  This product is more attractive than the existing plan for those people.   Bob Long is the Department expert on all of this if anyone would like more information.

2008 Department Work Plan
David said Department staff will begin the process shortly.  If the Board has any items they would like considered for priority work in the next year, please get them to him.  
Other Department Updates

David said, regarding Karen’s inquiry about Mental Health court – it has not been established.  We have submitted Jail Diversion grants to the Department of Justice and to SAMHSA.  David received word that Monroe County is a recipient of a Jail Diversion grant, so that doesn’t look favorable for Onondaga County.  Jail overcrowding is still an issue and the pressure is on to divert people and find ways to move people through the justice system.  There has been talk of developing a fourth tower for the Justice Center, but there has not been any new conversation in this area.
Rosemary asked regarding Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT), would it be possible to get some figures on this?  David said he would be glad to share the report.  The Department AOT Coordinator is Susan Wiegand (Please refer to attached document).
Other Business
Aggie reported: 
1) The Learning Disabilities Association’s Annual Fall Conference is scheduled for October 25, 2007 at Drumlins presented by Rick Lavoie.
2) In the residential realm they received OPTS funding for six slots.  There are two openings available as of this date.  If any of the Board members know of someone, please contact her.
Fred reported:

1) He attended an OMRDD/DSO conference last Friday regarding religious needs.   The DSO Central Office has hired a clergy person.

2) He had heard that a Florida businessman was going to purchase the former Benjamin Rush, later Four Winds, facility and was interested in taking it over.  He said David had been quoted in the paper as saying that many beds were not needed.  He asked if David had had any feedback on that newspaper article.  David said surprisingly, no he had not heard from the businessman.  David added that Upstate Medical University is also interested in that property.

3) Fred added that agenda items from Board members could be sent to him for the next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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