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Lunch will be provided.



COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD

December 7, 2009 

MEETING MINUTES
PRESENT:
T. Bobo, M. Frey, S. Wall-Bollinger, A. Glavin, S. Merrick, S. Russell, K. Kavanagh

STAFF:
R. Long, M. Roosa, D. Racciatti
EXCUSED:
D. Kelley. K. Virginia 

Welcome/Agenda Review - Tim opened the meeting at 12:10, and since this was Kaymarie Kavanagh’s first meeting, he asked everyone to introduce themselves.  

New Members Upcoming Confirmation by Legislature 
Bob reported that Sara Wall-Bollinger, Kaymarie Kavanagh, and Dan Kelley’s confirmations are on the Legislature Health Committee’s agenda for tomorrow.  It then goes to the Ways and Means Committee on Friday and the full Legislature on December 15.  There shouldn’t be any opposition to the confirmations.

2010 Proposed Meeting Schedule – No objections and approved as submitted.
September 14th  Meeting Minutes  - Approved as written.

DD Sub-Committee Report
Kaymarie is co-chair of the DD Sub-Committee.  She reported that at the meeting held on November 13, the County Plan was discussed.  Regarding the Community Dialogue issue – trying to get word out to families what is going on budget-wise with OMRDD and to get ideas and opinions from them on how limited funds should be spent.  Two focus groups are being formed and will start meeting in January or February.  One group will discuss all children's issues  and one group will discuss adult priorities and issues.  Work Force Retention survey – priority will be changed from work force planning to work force training.  Work Plan priorities will be presented at this Friday’s DD Sub-Committee meeting.  Tom Nelson from the CNY DSO gave updates which included ENABLE’s IRA and Spaulding’s relocation of a guest house. 
(Please note that DD Sub-Committee meeting minutes are available on the Dept. of Mental Health Website  http://www.ocdmh.net  under Meeting Minutes).
OCDMH 2010 Work Plan
Mat distributed a two page “draft” copy of the work plan and proceeded to give an overview of the items.

Under the MH Clinic Access topic, Sarah M. asked if the clinic services reimbursement is an improvement.  Bob answered that originally the clinics were deficit funding, then this deficit funding was converted to Medicaid added onto clinic rates.   Because it was based on previous deficit funding, rate add-ons ranged from $7.00 to $400 per visit.   The Federal government looked at this and directed that the State stop using Medicaid dollars for non-Medicaid clients.  Under regulatory reform, all clinics will now receive the same rate with geographic and peer groups.  Most clinics in Onondaga County previously had add-ons of about $7.  The rate for a full visit is expected to go from $75.00 to $115.00, phased in over four years.  Clinic expansion will be more viable now.  The target date for this to start is April 1st.   Sara W. said that the target date they had was April 1st of 2009 and it didn’t happen, so don’t be too sure about an April 1, 2010 target date.  

Discussion was raised about CPEP closures – Sara W. asked how often is CPEP closed?  Mat said it happens quite frequently – there were three occasions in the past month.  Sara asked if there will be a greater capacity when CPEP moves to the new location.  Mat, said yes.  Bob added that there will be three levels of separation – one for children/youth, one for involuntary admissions, and one for voluntary admissions.  There will be a single entrance for psychiatric and the medical emergency departments, which will allow ambulances to transport directly to the CPEP and will reduce the need for police to do all of the transport.
Regarding Needs Data – The survey was completed with St. Joseph’s Hospital Behavioral Health and results were, out of 1,000 people served, 700 + responded regarding inpatient and outpatient services.   This survey was done in partnership with SU Maxwell School students.  We will be doing a different provider next year.
Sara W. reported that the Community Health Foundation funded training for primary care physicians to deal with mental health disorders.  Don Kates from St. Joseph’s Hospital is offering seminars in the spring.   Bob added that Upstate Medical University Psychiatry Dept. had also been doing this but funding has been redirected to telepsychiatry.

Mat said regarding Rockefeller Drug Law reform diversion population, people can now be diverted to Outpatient treatment Syracuse Community Treatment Court instead of jail.  An RFP from Syracuse Behavioral Health was accepted and has been submitted to NYS for funding approval. 
Sarah M. said regarding the Housing Options category, the Department of Social Services has received Federal stimulus money for single point of entry to homeless shelters.  This has enabled them to be able to hire additional employees for this.  They will be able to assist with a web-based homeless management system.  After the first quarter of next year they should have data to move forward with. Kaymarie asked, regarding the number of people, are they always the same?  Sarah answered approximately 20% go in and out of the shelters, but 80% spend over a month there and treat it as their permanent shelter.

Mat - The Multi-cultural Advisory Committee, originally sponsored by NYS Office of Mental Health, will now be connected to the System of Care and will expand effort to adult services through transition aged youth services.

Mat reported that regarding the Leadership Learning Group, looking to work on guiding toward a community wide effort for natural supports.  Looking toward enhancing services for veterans and we  now have a connection with new staff at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital to work with.
Regarding work force development, Sara W. would like to work with Kaymarie on this.

Mat ended the presentation by adding that he is looking for any feedback on these categories so please feel free to email him.   The goal is to have the work plan completed by the end of the year and to start it in January.  

Tim thanked Mat for his comprehensive overview. 

Upstate Psychiatric Unit Letter and Post Standard Article
Tim reported that everyone had received a copy of the letter that the CSB had authorized him to send to Dr. David Smith at Upstate Medical University offering our congratulations on the opening of the children’s hospital and asking they put the same energy into a children’s mental health unit.  Tim said the article in the Post Standard didn’t offer much hope for this.  Sara W. added that when they met with Upstate last year, prioritization of space wasn’t high with them.  Bob said that Dr. Smith and John McCabe are looking at borrowing space from another area – looked into Crouse Hospital but that didn’t work out.  Dr. Smith seems to be a strong supporter of children’s mental health.  Tim said that the CSB should continue making a case of advocacy for a children’s mental health unit.
Other Business
Sara W. announced that ENABLE has lost their Director of the Psychotherapy at their Article 28 Clinic and they are looking for applicants to fill this position.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
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