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Community Services Board/Developmental Disabilities Sub-Committee

Minutes from December 12, 2008 Meeting

In attendance: Matt Roosa,  Kaymarie Kavanagh,  Daniel Flanigan,  Prudence York, Bob Goodfellow,                 Patti Herrmann, Diane Nappa, Tom Nelson, Aggie Glavin, and Margaret Read for Steve Russell.

I. Introductions were made.

II. Announcements/Committee Reports

Prudence announced that Enable has had a “release” from central office on two residential locations: a relocation from a rental in North Syracuse to a house in Camillus; and Highbridge Terrace for four new people. Waiting “approval” on both.

Patti Herrmann talked about state-wide FSS meeting on December 4th. Commissioner gave her perspective on the “holding pattern”. Trying to look at programs that are not working or are underutilized. Family Support services will remain a high priority. After December 16, when the Executive budget is released, Commissioner Ritter will have better insight of how the budget will impact OMRDD. Spent time on Res Hab billing. Talked about families having a “time bank” where families would contribute time and then be able to draw on that time to utilize others’ time contributions. 

Per Tom Nelson some current FSS services will come under the waiver. Difficulties will arise initially in establishing OMRDD eligibility, waiver approval and Medicaid approval for some individuals who are participating in existing FSS funded programs. When the programs become “waiverized” there will not be a choice. There may be some interim approval for “mirrored” services for those individuals.

Matt: Trend moving to Medicaid away from deficit funding. We’ll be seeing mergers or some agencies becoming part of a larger structure County is trying to stay away from every program gets x percent of  a reduction. County is looking at allowing providers to use saved monies.

III. Reviewed 2009 meeting schedule.

All meetings will be held the 2nd Friday of the month except April’s which will be held on April, 3rd, the first Friday of the month.
IV. OAC Process: Review of Instrument and Procedures:

Matt: Although we are in holding pattern, it makes sense to finish the process so that we are ready to go when we do need it. Matt will write up the proposal for this based on the discussion at today’s meeting. He will e-mail to Sharon Sullivan to get her input. 

Also discussed reviewing membership of DD Sub committee. Will put as agenda item to discuss at the next meeting. Want to assure that there is adequate distribution of peer/family/adults/children.

V. County Planning Update:

County is looking to update all committees and boards of the Community Services Board. Other subcommittees (MH and Substance Abuse) do not meet as active committees. Usually do not include funders, however, Tom Nelson pointed out that his counterparts DSO in other counties do sit on, or at least attend the board meetings. Matt will look into this.

There is a quarterly meeting of the Consortium of contract agencies that includes the Executive Directors and one other person from each agency. Traditionally this has been MH and Substance Abuse agencies but County would like to include DD agencies as well. Participants share information and work on planning, work plan priorities, and overview of issues. Matt will send e-mail to Executive Directors of when and where these meetings will be held in 2009.

Peer and Family Planning Board: Twenty volunteers. Meeting is scheduled for January 15 from 10:30 a.m. -12:00 noon. If anyone else is interested in attending, they may send an e-mail to Matt. 

VI. DSO Update:

Tom Nelson: All movement stopped on October 21st. Central Office is now “releasing” some projects for further discussion but not actually for approval. The projects must be explored and discussed further. There are levels of approval through COLT (Central Office Leadership Team). Levels of approval: Steve Smits signs off, then Rate Setting signs off, then Barb Bagovich (Sp?) signs off. RFP for SEMP (Supported Employment) is still on track. January 9th is now the due date for respondents. These will not go through Services Review Committee. There is interest in developing CSS projects including Agency with Choice.

VII. Adjourn/Next Meeting:  January 9, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. – Liberty Resources, Inc.

Respectfully submitted by Kaymarie Kavanagh
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