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Community Services Board
Developmental Disabilities Sub-Committee

April 3, 2009
Meeting Minutes

In attendance:  Mat Roosa, Kaymarie Kavanagh, Peggy Harper, Tom Nelson, Rick Long, Nicole Miller, Aggie Glavin, Bob Goodfellow, Prudence York, Amy Eells, Sharon Sullivan, Patty Herrmann, Patricia Maiden, Dan Flanigan, Doug Merritt, Michele Perrin, Julie Wheeler.  
I. Introductions were made.

II. Announcements/Committee Reports:

Peggy Harper from L’Arche has agreed to co-chair the DD Subcommittee. Welcome, Peggy!

Tom Nelson announced that three agencies form Onondaga County will participate in the Enhanced Supported Employment pilot. The agencies are Liberty Resources, Arise, and Exceptional Family Resources. 

Bob Goodfellow stated that Transitional Living Services had a fiscal audit with good results with the exception of the Health Care Enhancement. Other agencies agreed that this HCE benefit is difficult to decipher and difficult to administer. One agency spokesperson said that after HCE I the agency opted not to participate in future enhancements due to administrative difficulties.

Nicole Miller talked about the Food Stamp swipe card. Attached is her e-mail with access information.

       III Discussion Items:

Res Hab— Doug from Hillside mentioned that his agency would have difficulties providing current level of service if NY State goes through with lowering the re-imbursement rate. Members from other agencies discussed similar concerns. Doug would appreciate any advice from agencies that are able to use the new rate and still be able to keep current level of service.

  IV DSO Update:

Part of earnings form workshops will continue to be exempt. (There had been a proposal to make those earnings non-exempt.) There is a general movement to save money by waiverizing workshop/day training services, which should happen in the future.

Development: Pattern since October is that development is still controlled by Albany. Hoping that very soon the process will be moved back to local level and the OAC style process will resume. Critical things have been approved. Things that didn’t cost money were approved. Numbers are actually close to what normally gets approved during the year.

       V.  County Plan:

Mat asked for input from committee members by asking each member to come up with a list in answer to the following question: 

What are your priority objectives for enhancing the lives of people you serve?

Each member gave his/her objectives and Mat wrote them on large sheets of paper. Many of the items were similar but worded in a different manner. Mat will group these lists under themes. Mat will e-mail this to us and then we will be asked to do three things:

1) Look at the list/prioritize 

2) Provide a list of new services/expansions/changes that your agency has accomplished over the past year.

3) Hold agency focus groups over the next two weeks with families/individuals who receive services and ask the following questions:  

           In regard to services and supports for you and your family...,   
· What is working for you? 

· What would make your life better?
Next Meeting:   May 8th 10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon 1065 James Street 

Respectfully submitted by Kaymarie Kavanagh
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