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NEXT MEETING:  September 13, 2010 

Lunch will be provided.



COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD

June 9, 2010 

MEETING MINUTES
PRESENT:
T. Bobo, K. Kavanagh,. K. Virginia, M. Frey, S. Wall-Bollinger, S. Russell, A. Glavin
STAFF:
R. Long, M. Roosa, D. Racciatti
EXCUSED:
D. Kelley S. Merrick 
Welcome/Agenda Review 
Tim opened the meeting at 12:10.  

April 5, 2010 Meeting Minutes -  Approved as written.

Developmental Disabilities Sub-Committee Report
Kaymarie reported:  

1) Liberty Resources and Enable responded to an RFP (Request for Proposals) and have been chosen to provide Intensive Behavioral Services in the homes of a limited number of individuals who live with their families. Families may request this service from the DSO (Point person to be determined). The DSO will make the referrals to the two agencies. Steve added that training at Liberty Resources will begin this Friday.  

2) MSC redesign still continues; there is nothing definitive at this point but still looking at an October 1, 2010 implementation date.  Directors have been informed their caseload ratios  are going to be raised from 30-1 to 40-1.

3) John Gleason is putting together a stake-holders meeting to Discuss “Portability” (an individual taking his/her services/units of service to another agency or keeping the units at the same agency but using them in an individualized plan). 

4) Mat Roosa asked for input and discussion around the County’s OMRDD goal of Balancing the OMRDD Services Portfolio.
5) There was discussion of the DD Sub-Committee meeting every other month instead of monthly.  

6) Exceptional Family Resources has moved to 1820 Lemoyne Ave.  Phone numbers and email remain the same.

7) June 18th is the next DD Sub-Committee meeting.

NYS Budget Update
Bob reported as of today he had heard that the Governor’s strategy is to force a vote to approve the budget.    It may pass in the next week.  In the meantime, the emergency budget calls for cuts in Mental 
Hygiene.  On the local level, NYS OMH and NYS OASAS have advanced the first and second quarter payments but NYS OMRDD has not.  It is unknown if the State advances will be included in the budget.  With no third quarter advance to agencies there will be a cash flow problem, and there is also the unknown of when the budget will be approved.  Our contracted agencies know we can pay, but we may need them to pay us back.  Historically we have advanced money but we are unsure about that this year.  We are contemplating, until next week, withholding 10-15% of the advance.  Agencies may have to borrow the 10-15% we are not advancing to them.  Also unknown is that State Aid cuts, which can vary dramatically – they are usually not across the board.  We have surveyed other Counties (30) and 25 out of 30 say they are not advancing the State Aid unless it is included in the Budget Extender bill.   Five of the counties are larger and will either advance all or some of the money.  Bob suggested that the CSB members contact their legislators about this.    Tim asked when are the advances usually made?  Bob answered they are issued quarterly – one county is advancing the money on a monthly basis.  Sara commented that it looked like the County was taking a very thoughtful approach to this and it is appreciated by the agencies.  Steve asked if this will have an effect on the clinic restructuring project.  Bob said that has been postponed from July 1st to October 1st instead because Provider billing systems aren’t ready and the State does not have Federal approval for some elements of the reform.
County Plan Review and Approval
Since this was the primary agenda item for this meeting, Bob and Mat thanked the CSB members for being flexible with the rescheduling of today’s meeting.

Mat reiterated that the documents to be discussed had been previously emailed to the members for discussion today.  He added, if anyone wants access to the planning website, let him know.   Sara remarked that the sub data sheets collected are helpful when working on projects.  Mat is involved in a group consisting of the three state agencies and they are working on accessibility of this data in a user friendly format.  It will be comparative and will trend over three years.  Bob added that State agencies have historically been protective of data even though the counties have said they would like to share the data.  Bob complimented Mat for his role in this.
Mat proceeded to review the Plan via a PowerPoint presentation.

Questions/Observations:

Tim asked, did family members fill out the surveys?  Mat answered, yes – anyone who was available to fill out the survey was asked to.
Sara observed that on the survey, mental health was not identified as a primary problem.  
Karen said that regarding the Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare survey, 99% of free activities are usually in the downtown area and are also generally alcohol related activities, making it difficult for those in recovery to find appropriate, affordable leisure activities.

Mat added that a lot of data gathering could be done, but we don’t have a lot of staff with time to do this.  We are trying to be selective on a small amount of queries.

Sara suggested, since a different survey every semester will be done, maybe bring in a provider like Tully Hill to address a county-wide look instead of just the city.  Mat answered that regarding the surveys, we have done the mental health and chemical dependency areas and will be doing developmental disability area next.  We will select a different provider the next time around for chemical dependency.  We are also sharing our model for this survey with other counties.  We had a 71% survey return rate this time.
Sara asked regarding prescription drug abuse among seniors, is there a program at Crouse?  Mat said there is a program provided by Onondaga County through the Aging and Youth Department called the Reach Program.  Sara suggested having a representative from Aging & Youth attend a future CSB meeting to discuss the program.
Mat reported that PROS is not in Onondaga County yet, but it is possible.  We are discussing this in cooperation with one of our Providers.  Day treatment programs will eventually become part of PROS.  Transitional Living Services, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Huntington Family Center and Central New York Services would be eligible for this program.

Mat asked if there were any questions regarding the Priority Document.  Sara asked, since there are a lot of things in progress, should be we choose these to work on over the year?  Mat answered that these are all things we want to pursue completely – not all would be completed this year.   This document will be brought into discussion at the September CSB meeting.  

Suggested changes to the Plan were:

Status should be changed for outcome strategy # 4.2  to “Accomplished” instead of “Dropped”.  

Priority Outcome #8 – take out “Western” from Care Coordination Project.

  These changes were noted by Mat.

Tim asked for a vote to approve the County Plan.  Motion made by Sara Wall-Bollinger and seconded by Steve Russell, All members present voted to accept the Plan.

Other Business
Sara reported that a psychologist who specializes in autism will be joining ENABLE.  Need to provide her with contact information for what groups she should be a part of.  She has expertise as a Parent Trainer.  Bob suggested she be put in contact with the System of Care Coordinator, Linda Lopez, and Bob will also recommend the groups she should meet with.

Bob reported that the recent System of Care Retreat, held at Bethany Baptist Church for two days was well attended – over 200 people.  Staff from SAMHSA’s technical assistance agency participated.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.            
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