	Onondaga County Department of Mental Health
Provider’s Consortium Meeting

	Date: March 1, 2007     Start:  2:00 PM       Adjourn:  4:00 PM    Date of Next Mtg:  June 7, 2007  New Time:  2 PM – 4 PM

	Attendance: Barry Beck, Donald Kates for Mary Bishop, John Cook, Liette Dennis, Jeanne Elmer, Michelle Haas, Heather Lane, Jan Moag-Killam, Bob Ciota for Liz Nolan, Joanne Linnenbach for Kate O’Connell, Joe Scripa, Barbara Stachowski, Lew Hylton for Steve Tennant, Mark Thayer, John Warren, Deborah Welch, Jennifer Damon for Joyce Williams, Linda Wright 
Excused: Kevin King, Liz Nolan, Dick Pratt

Guests: Morgan Thurston and Carol Fisher Onondaga County PSA 

	Presiding:  David Brownell, Mat Roosa

	TOPIC
	FINDINGS/DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS/ACTIONS

	2006 Survey Results
	An overview of data compiled from several sources in 2006 was reviewed.   A year long process, results were gathered from the Mental Health Planning Survey, an Inpatient survey, conducted at three area hospitals,  and several recipient and peer feedback sessions.  A narrative of the results was distributed.
	Providers were encouraged to use the narrative as a tool for making and changing services.  Attempts will be made to increase participation from other populations in the future, any suggestions should be e-mailed to Mat at mroosa@ongov.net

	
“CPEP’s Syracuse Mobil Crisis Outreach Project”


	CPEP has received a grant from the NYS Health Foundation. Expansion of services outside of CPEP is planned, a mobile crisis outreach team including a Social Worker, and a Mental Health worker should be operational by July of this year.  The goal is to reduce repeat visits to CPEP, within one month, by 10% as well as decrease the length of stay in CPEP by 10%.  15 – 20 visits per week are anticipated.  There is hope that a second team may be funded by the end of 2007.  A handout was distributed.
	

	Smoke Free
	Mat distributed a hand out on “Implementing Tobacco Free Programming”.  SBH, Crouse and Tully Hill are collaborating to create smoke free environments.  St. Joseph’s also has plans for going smoke free.
	

	Housing Needs
	Housing concerns to consider: What is lacking? What would shrink the population at shelters?  Community Integration?  Safety and Risk?
Jan Moag-Killam has been tracking housing referrals, 65-70% are requests for congregate housing/group home models.

Question: What kind of model would be useful (that is not currently available)?  What is being offered that can be used?  Potential “hybrid models” were discussed.
Criteria for admission into mental health housing should be shared with substance abuse providers.
	Send comments to Mat at mroosa @ongov.net.
A group of people is needed to discuss how to proceed with efforts to design housing solutions.

	The needs of Seniors
	Guest, Morgan Thurston, from Adult Protective Services (APS), explained that a large number of the seniors being serviced are suffering from mental health issues or dementia.  Seniors are the fastest growing population of adults in need.   APS is looking for resources.  Services must be provided if seniors are unable to make decisions on their own behalf.  
A handout entitled, “Treatment for Older Adults: What Works Best?”, was distributed.  This agenda item is at the “beginning of exploration”, according to David Brownell.  Three County Departments are currently working together on the “Linkage to Primary Care” Initiative.  An RFP has been submitted for consideration of a “Gatekeeper” model.  This initiative would aim toward educating and sensitizing natural community resources such as postal workers, utility workers, and other people in the community who deal with, or see, seniors on a daily basis.  

David reported that Governor Spitzer appears to be on board with the concerns of mental health professionals.  There is evidence of holistic and cross agency approaches to serving all people.
Otto shared that substance abuse is under diagnosed among seniors.  An increase in awareness is needed.  Natural aging health issues can sometimes mask substance abuse.

Other Senior concerns:

· Medicare does not pay for substance use services.
· The number of seniors being incarcerated is on the rise.  How can these individuals be case managed effectively?
· Salvation Army: A broader outreach, for seniors, is needed.  More supports are needed in senior centers, and people need a chance to get out of their environments.
	Further exploration of the behavioral health needs of the growing older population will be conducted.  OCDMH will seek to enhance coordination with other departments serving older adults.
Crouse has a special program aimed at seniors.  Crouse staff can do in-services and bring more information to anyone who is interested.

	Miscellaneous News
	The Prevention Network is sponsoring “An Evening in Paris”, at the OnCenter on April 20.
ARISE Child & Family Services no longer has a waiting list.  Call on Tuesday for an appointment, within the same week.  If there are no openings, call back the following Tuesday.


	

	Next Meeting
	June 7, 2007, 2 -4  PM

County Office Building, Room 803

600 South State Street
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