System of Care (SOC) Youth Involvement Work Group (WG) Minutes

July 12, 2010- scribe- Shawn Bartlett

Attendance: Carol Perry, Peter Cardamone, Chris Flynn, Mary Jane O’Connor, Bob Dougherty, Veronica Williams, Jennifer Musto, Shawn Bartlett

NOTE: Due to late location change the following was absent:

 Camilea Smith, Jennifer Rose, Robert Martinez, Chelsea Stevens, Nicole Semmens, Barbara Venesky, Cora Smith, Rosie Outley, Deborah Wright, Belinda Maloney, Chayna Jamison, Jerome Pearson

What our group is about, would like to accomplish: Overall thought was that it is very important that we meet youth where they are at and make them feel comfortable in all aspects of their involvement. WG might move slower than others due to comprehension of work material. WG will place emphasis on educating one another on SOC and mental health system. In agreement to create Jeopardy game. Keep ongoing visible-tangible/ educational materials (Posters, post it notes, using colored paper, bold visuals) so that youth can educate themselves on SOC before they decide to join into other WG’s. Goal is to have youth educated in 6 months time on what SOC is all about and what their role in system is. They will also be functional in WG and have reliable access to transportation/media tools to access WG.

Co-Chair- Jennier Musto, from DSS will Co-Chair/Co-Facilitate with Carol Perry. Veronica Williams a person of interest and community member may be an eligible candidate to replace Carol if and when the expectation is for her to pull out of WG and WG sustain on its own.

Goal Brainstorming: WG as a whole felt that goals would not be chosen until youth are available to participate in meeting. Some suggestions for goals are the following:

· Recruiting/Retention

· Strategies/Incentive- Food, Merit system, Competition, Prizes. WG will volunteer if SOC will not support idea
· Youth supporting Youth

· Strategies/Incentive- Chris & Carol to have dialogue w/community organizations about integrating MH youth in existing youth organizations. Asking Michael to come address youth, retell his story for motivational purposes
· Adult supporting Youth

Strategies/Incentives- Buddy system- Initial adult will contact youth, pick up if necessary to bring to WG meetings, call. Peter will look into transportation options w/Dunbar van.
Next meeting: Monday, July 26, 2010 @ 1 pm Tucker Baptist Church   

